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2 OB method of communicating in- 
| ſtruction by catechizing is of great 
antiquity z but this is not my reaſon for 
adopting or recommending it. It ſeems to 
be peculiarly adapted to young minds, ag 
it approaches to the eaſe and freedom of 

| 


converſation... And ſince queſtions reſem- 
ble thoſe inquiries which children tbem- 
ſelves frequently make of their own accord, 
1 when they hear or ſee any thing that they 
- | do not underſtand, this method tends to 
engage the attention of children much more 
' than talking to them in a continued ſtrain. 
Beſides, when they are made to repeat a 
thing themſel ves, they will more naturally 
put queſtions to their inſtructor, if they 
do not underſtand what they are ſay ing, 
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which will properly introduce the more uſe- 


ful, becauſe the more familiar part of the 


exerciſe. For I would propoſe, that the 


queſtions in the catechiſm ſerve only to point 


out the principal things about which it may 


be proper to talk with a child, and that they 


be broken into a greater number of other 
queſtions and anſwers, too particular to be 


printed at large, but ſuch as will naturally 


ſuggeſt * in the courſe of cate- 
pe 


Iti is ge tocatechizing, that, i in this 
method of inſtruction, we teach children 


the uſe of words, before we can poſſibly 


givethem adequate ideas of their meaning; 


and therefore, that we only lead them to 


entertain a'confuſed and wrong notion of 


things. But this is, in fact, the caſe with 


almoſt every word a child learns ; and there 
is no remedy for it. Children learn all 
words mechanically, by imitation z and, 
from the ſame principle, will even repeat 
them i in connexion with other words, long 


before 
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before they have any tolerable idea of their 
meaning, as may be found by queſtion- 
ing them about the words they uſe. But 
by uſing them themſelves, and hearing 
other perſons uſe them, in a great va- 
riety of connexions, they learn their true 
fenſe by degrees. This, however, is always 
a Nor of time. 


5 Beſides, an imperfect knowledge of things 
is often better than no knowledge at all. 
In this caſe, if a child do but entertain a 
very imperfect idea of God, of his duty, 
and of a future ſtate, he will get ſuch ideas 
as will be of ſome uſe to him at preſent, but 
of much more as he grows up: and they will 


be of the more uſe then for having been 
impreſſed early, when they could be of little 


uſe, or even if they ſhould, at that time, 
be of no uſe at all. A reverence for reli- 
gion, for its general dictates, or even for the 
words and forms belonging to it, without 
any clear ideas, if it be inculcated early, 


when the mind is tender, and apt to receive 
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impreſſions, wil lay a foundation for the 
principle of conſcience ; or, however, will 
come greatly in aid of that principle, and 
operate as areal reſtraint upon vice and im- 
morality as long as a perſon lives. Beſides, 
the ideas that we ourſelves, and even the 
- moſt intelligent of mankind, have of God, 
and of a future ſtate are, no doubt, very 
imperfect; yet who can deny their being 
uſeful; For my own pat, I think I have 
the greateſt reaſon. to be thankful to God 
1 for the happineſs of a religious education, 
ji” thoughI was taught many things I never | 
| underſtood, and even many en 1 do not | 
believe. | 
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This objection to the buſineſs of cate- 
chizing, I imagine, took its riſe from the 
ſtyle and. contents of ſome particular cate- 
cChiſms, which were drawn up ſoon after 
| the reformation from popery, and which, 
| 1 were, therefore, | neceflarily encumbered 
with the technical terms of a metaphy ſical 
n, that had its rule in times of great 
dark- 
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_ darkneſs and ſuperſtition: - But if we con- 
demn every, thing that has been abuſed, e- 
muſt deprive ourſelves of every thing that 

God has made, or that man has ever de. 


viſed, for our uſe. For there is no good 


thing we can name, but has, in ignorant or 
deſigning hands, been perverted to _ 
miſchievous-or improper cory 


To avoid theſe inconveniencies as 5 0 
as poſſible, I have, in ĩmitation of the ſimpli- 
city of Dr. Wars, ſtudied to make this 
catechiſm, and eſpecially the firſt part of it, 
very plain; and have not introduced into 
it the technical terms of any particular 
ſyſtem of religion whatever. I think I have 
Inſerted nothing but what will be acknows 
ledged to belong to common chriſtianity; | 
and I alſo think, that it contains all the 
truths of chiiſtfunity, that can greatly in- 
fluence men's practiſe; for theſe are very 
few, and ſuch as a child may be made to - 
underſtand. The whole bufineſs of practi- 


cal preaching, copious as the ſubject is, 
Aa ſerves. 1 
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ſerves only to illuſtrate and enforce the ſew 


Plain principles of the firſt part of this 
malt catechiſm. 9% 


fn this view, it may be * ſome uſe to 
perſons whoſe minds have been bewildered 
in the labyrinths of theological ſyſtems; as 
they may ſee, in a ſmall compaſs, every 
thing that revelation contains which can in- 
uence the hearts and lives of men, all 
that is of practical uſe, and conſequently 
all that is properly fundamental in religion. 
J However, perſons of all parties muſt, I 
think, agree with me in this, that the firſt 
Part of this catechiſm contains what is moſt 
neceſſary to be known concerning revela- 
tion, and therefore may ſerve as an intro- 
| ductory catechiſm, and may not improperly 
he taught previous to any other, that may 
be thought to enter more fully into the doc- 
trines of chriſtianity. 


I cannot help wiſhing that miniſters in 
general would draw up their own cate- 


chiſms, 
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chiſms, and forms of inſtruction of all 
kinds, Had this been the practiſe for a 


century paſt, we ſhould have had ſome- 


thing excellent in the kind before this time; 


and no one particular form, as the A em- 


bly's, would have acquired the degree 
of reverence which ſets it upon a level 
with the ſcriptures. This idea, in a man- 
ner, enforces the uſe of it, and even 


makes it hazardous. for many: minifters to 
atiempt to introduce any other; whereby 


religious knowledge, andall improvements» 
are kept at a ſtand; and thoſe miniſters 
who cannot, with a good conſcience, make 
uſe of that catechiſm, uſe no catechiſm at 


all, and conceive a diſlike to che whole bu- 
ſineſs of catechizing. | 


The age at which it may be” proper to 
teach the firſt part of this catechiſm, F 


think, will be, in general, about four or 
five. And I think it will not be improper, 
in ſome caſes, to teach it to ſervants as well 


as to children. But every thing of this 


nature will depend upon particular circum» 
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ſtances, concerning which the maſter of a: 


family only can judge. : 
The fecond part of the cateekiſ may 


either be eommitted to memory, like the 
firſt, or not, at the pleaſure of the teacher; 
or ſome of the anſwers may be committed to 


memory, and others not. It may be of ufe 


ro young perſons either way. I have en- 
- deayoured to make it leſs theoretical, and. 


more practical than any other catechiſm 


that I have ſeen; and this, I think, is an 
ad vantage. 

Wird reſpect to catechizing, and every 
other method of communicating inſtruction 
to children, let it be conſidered that it. is 
much more the proper duty of the parent, 
than of the miniſter. But I would adviſe 


that miniſters alſo give attention to it, and 


by hearing the children repeat the cate- 
chiſm, either ſtatedly, or occafionally, en- 
courage both parents and children in the 
exerciſe, - Small rewards, properly diſtri- 


buted, » May be * uſe to this purpoſe. 


1 ſhall 


e in a better world hereafter,” 
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I ſhall not, in this place, enlarge upon 
the motives to a virtuous and religious edu- 


cation of children, to which, I hope, this 


method of inſtruction, by catechizing, will 
contribute. I ſhall only conclude this pre- 
face with obſerving, that, This, Parents, 
« is the greateſt benefit you can confer up- 
te on your children. The riches and ho- 


* nours of this world are not to be con- 


e pared with the ſolid advantages of a vir- 
e tuous and religious education. It is a 
debt you owe to ſociety; it is alſo an im- {1 
ce portant part of the duty you owe to God, 
c the father of our ſpirits; and it is, at the 
« fame time, the beſt proviſion you can 
© make for the peace and comfort of your 
«-0wn future lives. Children that have 
<« received early and laſting impreſſions in 
* favour of virtue and religion, will be a 
* ſupport to you in life, will eaſe the pains 
« of death, and be your crown of rejoicing. 


AG 


N. B. In this Fiſth Edition J have printed 
in a ſmaller Letter thoſe Queſtions which are 
either more burthenſome to the memory, or 
of leſs importance. But young perſons may 
ſtill be made to repeat them, if the teacher 
ſhall think proper. 
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1. Queſtion. NAN you tell me ub 


made you? | 
Anſwer. God 1 me, and all 
things. 
2. Qu. What did God make you, and 


ell mankind for ? 
An. He made us to be good, and 


happy. 


3. Qu. WW hat is to be good? 

An. To be good is to love and 
| obey our parents, to ſpeak the truth 
always, and to be juſt and kind to all 

rſons. 

4. Qu. Can God know wb you 


be good or not? 


An. Yes: for though we cannot ſee 


God, he ſees us wherever we are, by 
| | night as well as by day. 


5. Qu. What will God do for you if 


* be good ? 
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An. If we be good, God will love 
us, and make us very happy. 

6. Qu. What: can you do for God, 
2050 1s ſo good to you ? v7 
An. I can only love him, obey 
him, and: be thankful to him. There 


is nothing that I can do for him. 


J. Qu. Can you ſpeaꝶ to God? 
An. Yes He has bid us pray to 
him for every thing that is fit for us, 

and he is always ready to hear us. 


8. Qu. What will God do if you be 


not good ? | 


An. If we be not good,. God will. 
be angry. with us, and puniſh us. | 
9. Qu. I God is able td puniſh you if) = 


you be not good ? 


An. Yes. God, who made all. 
things, is able to do all things. He. 
can take away all our friends, aud 
every thing that he has given us; and 
he can make us die whenever he 
pleaſes. | 
10.. Qu. When you die, ſhall you ever. 
live again F | 
An. Yes, God will ſome time 
raiſe us from the dead, and we ſhall 
die no more. 11. Qu. 
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11. Qu. Yhere ſball you live again, . 
yon have been good? 
An. If I have been good, I ſhall go 
to. heaven, and be very happy for ever. 
12. Qu. Where: ſhall: you live again, 
if you have been wicked ? 

An. If I have been wicked, I hal 
go to hell, where I ſhall-be very mi- 
ſerable. 

13. Qu. Have you always been very good? 

An. No. I have very often done 
wrong, and offended God. 

14. Qu. Are you. not: then afraid * 
God's anger? 

An, Ves; but he has promiſed” to 
: forgive us, if we be ſorry for our ſins, 
aud endeavour to ſin no more. 

: 15. Qu. Who hath told us that G 
will forgive us, if we repent of our fins,.. 
and endeavour to fin no more? 

An. Many perſons by whom God. 
2 fpake x, and Hy Jeſus Cbriſi. 
106. Qu. Who was Jelus Chriſt ? 

An. FJeſus Chriſt was a perſon 
whom God ſent to teach men their 


duty, and to perſuade and encourage { 


theng to practiſe ĩt. 


17. Qu. 
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17. Qu. What became of Jeſus 
= Head | 
An. He was put to death by wicked 
men, who would not hearken to him.. 
18. Qu. I Chriſt deadnow? 
An. No. God taiſed him from the 
dead, and took him up into heaven. 
19. Qu. Where do we learn what 


be did, taught, and ſuffered for the 
god ef men? | en 
An. In the Bible, which we muſt 
diligently read and ſtudy, for our 
improvement in knowledge and good- 
» neſs, in order to fit us for heaven. 


* 


i 


* * 


on PART: IH. 
1. Queſtion. N HAT 7 the 
* W Bible? 
An ſwer. The Bible is a collection 
of books written by good men, con- 
taining an account of what God has 
done for mankind, what he requires 


we know concerning Chriſt, and what . 


l 
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of them, and what they have to ex- 
1 pe& from him. Theſe books are alſo. 
called rhe Seriptures. 

2. Qu. Have tbe 74 informs 
ed us what God bimſelf is? 
An. We learn in the'ſcriptures that 
Oo is a being who had no beginning, 
and will have no end. He is al- 
mighty, perfectly wiſe, and infinitely 


good. He is every where preſent, 
and never changes in his nature or 
{ diſpoſition. 

rd 3. Qu. In what manner has God 


made his great power known ? 
| An. God made this world, toge= 
ther with the ſun, moon, and ſtars. 
; : He made all kinds of plants, and trees 
to grow out of the earth. He made 
all kinds of animals to live upon it, 
and he made man the chief and moſt 
excellent of them all. 
4. Qu. In what does it appear that 
8 God is perfettly wiſe ? 
An. In bringing about all his de- 
ſigns, in the beſt manner; in his know- 
ing every thing, even the thoughts of 
our hearts; in foreſeeing all that will 
ever 


1 
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ever come to paſs, and. thereby govern- 


ing the world by his providence. 
F $5. Qu. What are the effetts of the 
' goodneſs of G 


Anu. He has made all living crea- 
tures capable of being happy; having. 


provided for the ſupply of all their 
wants, by furniſhing them with pro- 


per materials for their food, raiment, 
and. every thing they have occaſion for; 
and by giving all of them as much 
ſtrength and ſagacity as are neceſſary 


for their preſervation and defence. 
6. Qi. In what reſpects has. God 
been good to men in particular? 


An. Beſides the proviſion he has 
made for feeding and cloathing us, and 


giving us more underſtandiug than 


brute creatures, he has ſent good men 
from time to time to teach us his will, 
and to perſuade men to turn from vice 
and wickedueſs, and. to live good lives; 
in order to ſecure his favour, and ob- 
tain immortal happineſs in the world 
to come. Sahel 5 
oo ene ere 
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fin, God has provided clouds to give rain, without ' 
which corn and plants could not grow : and the ſun 
not only gives light, but alſo heat to raiſe the water 
in vapour, which again forme clouds, and ſo pro- 
duces a perpetual ſupply of rain. He has provided 
different kinds of food, fuited to the natures of the 
different creatures he has made to live upon the earths 
and though other animals have not the reaſon of man, 
God has given them a principle which we call ;nfing&, 


whereby birds can build their own neſts, and all of 


them can provide for their ſubſiſtence, preſervation, 
and defence, better than we could do for them. 

. 8. Qu. Give me ſome inſlances of the divine goodneſ+ 
with reſpedt to men. | +3 +7 
As. Men could not live without ſeeing, and God 
has given them eyes to ſee, and has alſo made the 
light, without which our eyes would have been of no 
uſe to us. We often want to take things, and carry 
them from place to place, and God has given us 
hands and fingers, whereby we can lay hold of them. 
We have occaflon to moye from one place to another, 
and he has made us with legs and feet, whereby we 
can walk, and go where we pleaſe. We cannot live 
without food, aad he has both enabled us to get ſood 
from the earth, and made us with mouths to take it 
Tn, the teeth to chew it, and ſtomachs to digeſt it, 
and convert it into proper nouriſhment, All theſe 
things are proofs both of the wiſdom and goodneſs of 


God. | | 
9. Qu. How doth God govern the 
world by his providence? © EN 
An. He fuffers nothing to come to 
paſs, but what tends to promote his. 
deſign of making mankind virtuous 
aud happy. His providence extends 

eee em 
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to the meaneſt creatures that he has 
made, and even a ſparrow falls not to 
the ground 'without me... 

10. Qu. If nothing come to. paſs 
wit bout the will of God, why doth he 
ſuffer florms and tempeſts, pain and 
fickneſi, which occafion ſuch diſireſs to 
and miſery to his creatures? | 

Anu. The evils and miſeries of vo 
which we complain are intended for 
our good, though we are not always 
ſenſible of it. They are the corree- 
tions of a wiſe 11 affect ionate pa- be 
rent. | 
11. Qu. What doth God require of | 4 
4s, in order to live and die in his a- 
vour? ' 

An. All that God requires of us i” 
is comprehended in theſe two pre- 0 
cepts, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and thy 
neighbour as thyſelf, _ 

12. Qu. In what manner muſt we 
expreſs our love io GO; 

An. By a grateful ſenſe of his good: 
neſs to us, by a conſtant care to do his 
will, and by an intire and chearful 


ſubmiſſion 
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ſubmiſſion to all the diſpenſations of 


his providence. 

13. Qu. How muſt - we expreſs our 
ave to.our fellow creatures 'F 

An. By doing. to others as We 
ould think it right for them to do 
o us, in the ſame circumſtances. 


14. Qu. By what methods muſt we cheriſh our love 
o God, and increaſe our confidence in him? | 
An. We muſt frequently conſider the benefits 
he confers upon us. We muſt alſo addreſs our- 
ſelves to him in prayer; thanking him for the 
mercies he beſtows upon us, confeſſing our ſins 

before him, and aſking of him whatever he knows. 
to be needful and, good for us. 
15. Qu. How ſhall we bring ourſelves into the bet 
dipefition for performing our duty to God and man? 
An. By a proper government of our paſhong, 
according to the didtates of reaſon and conſci- 
18 ence; by living iu temperance and chaſtity, and 
| never W J g. a proud, malicious, or ſelfiſh 
= Htcmpe 


16. Qu. What muſt we do when 
berſons affront and injure us? 

An, We muſt not return evil for 
evil; and if they repent, we muſt 
forgive them, as we hope that God will 
forgive us our offences againſt him. 

17. Qu. Hath the Divine Being 
any where delivered 4. Nindt directions 
concerning 
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concerning the | ſtveral' branches of our 
duty to him and to our fellow creatures? 
An. Yes, in the ten command- 
ments, which he delivered to the 
children of Iſrael from mount Sinai. 
18. Qu. What is the firſt of theſe 
commandments ? 
An. Thou ſhalt worſhip no God 
but one. 
19. Qu. What is the ſecond? 
An. Thou ſhall not worſhip God 
by images, as if he had any particu- 
lar form or ſhape. 
20, Qu. What is the third? | 
An. Thou ſhalt not take the name 
of God in vain, by calling him to 
_ . witneſs a falſchood, or by profane 
curſing and ſwearing. ; | 
21. Qu. What is the fourth ? 
An. Thou ſhalt reſt one day in ſe- 
ven from all worldly bufineſs, 
22. Qu, What is the fifth? 
An. Thou ſhalt honour and obey 
thy parents. | 
23. Qu. What is the fixth ? 
An. Thou ſhalt not commit murder. 
24. Qu. What is the ſeventh ? | 
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An. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 
25. Qu. What is the eighth? 
An. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 
26. Qu. What is the ninth ? 


An. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, 


27. Qu. What is the tenth? 
A. Thou ſhalt not covet any thing 


that belongs to another perſon. 


28. Qu. What are thoſe principles 


which will moſt effefiually lead to the ob- 
ſervance of theſe, and all other of God's 


commandments? 

An. A high reverence for God, 
and a ſincere good will towards our 
fellow creatures, joined with a juſt 
regard to our own real intereſt, 

29. Qu. What is the beſt method we © 
can take to guard ourſelves ſrom all vice 
and wickedneſs ? | 

An. By being careful not to indulge 
ſinful thoughts, and by correcting 
every thing that is amiſs in the be- 
ginning, before we have become ac- 
cuſtomed to it, and have gotten a ha- 
bit, which cannot eafily be broken; 
particularly, by avoiding the compa- 
ny of wicked perſons, who would 
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of being induced to ſteal, and of en- 


— 


ſoon. make us like themſelves; and 


by being, in a more eſpecial manner, 


upon our guard againſt thoſe vices to 
which our ſituation and circumſtances 
make us peculiarly prone. 

30. Qu. What is the beſt method. to 


guard ourſelves againſt being ſeduced. by 


wicked company? 


An. To chuſe virtuous and good 


perſons for our favourite companions ; 
and to propoſe to ourſelves. the imi- 


tation of good men whom we read of 


in the Scriptures ; eſpecially, the imi- 


tation of Chriſt, who was a perfect 


pattern of all the, moſt excellent chriſ- 
tian virtues; 
31. Qu. What are tbe vices and follies 
to which young perſons are moſt expoſed 2 
An. Young perſons. are moſt in 
danger of vanity, peeviſhneſs, diſobe- 
dience to parents, an exceſſive love of 


_ pleaſure, and extravagance; all ariſing 


from ſtrong and ungoverned paſſions. 
32. Qu. What are the vices that. 

poor people are liable to? 8 
An. The poor are moſt in danger 


1 vying 
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vying and undermining their ſupe- 
riors. 


Qu. What wices are the rich 
moſt in danger of ?' | 
+ Ho: The: rich are moſt in danger 
of being proud, of living in idleneſs 
and luxury, of opprefſing the Poor, 
and of forgetting God. 

34. Qu. In what virtues, then, muſt 
the poor and the rich endeavour to excel? 

An. The poor ſhould be content 
with their low ſituation in life, and by 
frugality and induſtry endeavour to 
make their circumſtances as eaſy as 
they can. And the rich ſhould be 
bumble, and thankful to God for all 
they enjoy, and endeavour to do as 
_— good to others as poſſible. 

. Qu. I any man able to fulfil 
all 1 commands of God, ſo as to live 
entirely without ſin ? | 

An. No. Our merciful God and 
father knows that we are not able to 
do this, and therefore does not expect 
it of us. He only requires that we 
repent of the ſins we commit, and endea- 
vour to live better lives for the future. 


B 36. Qu, 
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36. Qu. M bal ſbould a ſenſe of our 


= Jrailty and proneneſs to fin teach ut? 


An. It ſhould teach us humility 
and watchfulneſs, make us earneſt in 
our prayers to God, to enable us to 
reſiſt temptation, and to ſtrengthen 
and confirm our good diſpoſitions. 

37. Qu. In what manner will God 
reward our faithful, though imper fett 
obedience to his will?? 

An. He will ſo order all the events 
of this life, proſperous and adverſe, 
as that they ſhall be the beſt for us, 
whether we can ſee them to be ſo or 
not; and he will make us completely 
happy in another and a better world. 

38. Qu. In what manner muſt all 


men ſpend the greateſt part of their time 
in this world ? | 
An. In a diligent application to that 
kind of honeſt labour or employment, 
which is neceflary for procuring ſuit- 
able ſupplies of the good things of 
this life for ourſelves, and thoſe who 
rmmediately depend upon us, and by 
which we can at the ſame time, be of 
the moſt uſe to our fellow creatures in 


general. 39. Qu. 
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39. Qu. Vill not an application io 
worldly bufineſs interfere with the duties * || 
of religion ? 

An. No, provided it be not immo- 
derate, On the contrary, idleneſs is 
the greateſt inlet to vice and wicked 
neſs of all kinds. Beſides, we pleaſe 
God the moſt, by doing that which 
makes ourſelves and others the moſt 
happy. 

40. Qu. Mom do the ſcriptures inform us that: 


God ſent into the world, in order to reclaim men from 


wic ted ns, and to perſuade and encourage them lo- 
return to virtue and goodneſs? 


An. Beſides the notices which mankind in ge- 
neral had of his will, God was pleaſed to favour 
the Jews with a particular revelation, To them 
he ſent Moſes, who gave them Jaws, aſſured them. 
of the favour of- God in caſe of obedience, and 
threatened them with his diſpleaſure in caſe of 
diſobedicnce. 


41. Qu. In what character did the 
DiSine Being repreſent himſelf to be. 
Iſraelites by Maſes? 

An. Speaking to Moſes from 
mount Sinai, he proclaimed himſelf, 
The Lord, the Lord God, mereiful 
and gracious, long ſuffering, and abun- 
daut in goodneſs and truth, keeping 


B 2 mercy 
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_ mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion, and fin. Ex. xxxiv. 6. 
42. Qu. Who ſucceeded Moſes as me- 
en gers from God to the people of Iſrael ? 
An. Samuel, Iſaiah, Jeremiah, and 
may others, who are called pro- 
phets; and who ſucceeded one an- 
other almoſt withoutinte rmiſſion, for 
the ſpace of ſeveral hundred years. 
43. Qu. What was the general 

train of their preaching and exbor- 
tation? 

An. Turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways; why will ye die, oh houſe 
of Ifrael? As I live, ſays God, I will 
not the death of a ſinner, but had ra- 
ther that he would return and hve. 

44. Qu. Did the Divine Being enjoin the people of 
Iſrael nothing beſides the practice of moral virtue? 

An. He enjoined them the performance of va- 
rious ceremonies, to keep up the remembrance 
of certain remarkable facts, to prevent them from 
mixing with idolatrous nations, and to teach 


them many important moral truths in a ſymbo- 
lical manner, ſuited to their low apprehenſions. 


45. Qu. What proof did Moſes and 
2he proppets give, that — were ſent 


of 0 God ? 
Am. 
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An. They performed many mi- 
racles, which could not have been 
done without the power of God be- 
ing with them. Under Moſes the 
people of Iſrael walked on dry land 
through the Red Sea, and were fed 
with manna from heaven forty: 
years. lhe ſtrong walls of Jericho 
fell down b-fore them; the nation 
was often delivered from their ene- 
mies by the immediate hand of God; 
aud moſt of the prophets foretold 
ſome great event which came to paſs 
in their own time. 

46. Qu. By whom did God ſpeak nat 
only to the Fews, but to the whole 
world of mankind ? | 

An. By Jeſus Chriſt, who brought 
the moſt compleat and extenfive reve- 
lation of the will of God to man. 
47. Qu. hat Was the proper de- 
fign and end of Chriſt's coming into the. 
world 

An. He came to make men happy 
in turning them from their iniquities, 
and to purify unto himſelf a peculiar 


people, zealous of good works. 


B 3 48. Qu. 


- 
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48. Qu. In ⁊ubat reſpects was Chriſt ſi- 
perior to the prophets who went before him? 
An. In the perfection of his ex- 
ample, the purity of his precepts, and 
the importance of the motives by 
which he enforced them; more eſpe- 


I cially, as he gave us more diſtin& in- 


formation concerning a future ſtate of 
rewards and puniſhments, He alſo 
ſent his diſciples to teach all nations 
the knowledge of God. 

49. Qu. Who put Chriſt zo death, 
and by what death did he die 

An. At the inſtigation of the Jews, 
the Romans (under whoſe dominion 
they then were) cauſed him to be put 
'to death by crucifixion; which is a 
very painful and lingering death, and 
that to which only ſlaves and the vileſt 
male factors were expoled. 


50. Qu. What was the chief ſtrain of Chriſt's 
preaching ? 

An. He reformed many abuſes, by which the 
Jewiſh teachers had corrupted thelaw of God. He 
taught men to worſhip God not fo much by external 
ſervices, as in ſpirit and in truth. He frequent] 
inculcated the duties of loving one another, of for 

iving our enemies, and of doing to others as we 
would that they ſhould do to us. And he enforced 
p . E 2 re- 
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a regard to theſe virtues by the docttines of a 
reſurrection, and of a judgment to come. 


51. Qu. What proof did Chriſt give 
of his divine miſfion ? 

An. He healed multitudes of lick 
perſons by a word ſpeaking. He 
gave ſight to the blind, raiſed perſons 
from the dead, and roſe himſelf from 
the grave after he had been dead three 
days, as he had foretold. 

52. Qu. Did Chriſt appoint no out = 
ward ordinances, as a means of promot- 
ing his religion ? 

An. He commanded his diſciples to 
go and baptize all nations, upon their 


converſion to chriſtianity ; and he alſo 


appointed them to eat bread and drink 
wine in remembrance of him. This 
rite is called the Lord's Supper. 


53. Qu. What is the meaning of 
baptiſm : E 


8 4 The waſhing with water in bap- 


tiſm, probably repreſents the purity of 
heart and life required of all who be— 
come the diſciples of Chriſt ? 


54. Qu. What is the nature and uſe 
Y 7 the Lord's Supper? 


- —_— 
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An. By eating bread and drinking 
wine in remembrance of Chriſt, we 
keep alive the memory of his death and. 
reſurrection; we acknowledge ourſelves 
to be chriſtians; ; we cheriſh a grateful 
ſenſe of the bleflings of the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and ſtrengthen our reſolution 
to live as becomes his diſciples. 


55. What proviſion did Chriſt make for þropa- 
gating his religion after his death ? 

An. He appointed twelve perſons, called. 
apoſtles, to be witneſſes of his life and doctrine. 
Theſe he ſent into all the nations of the world, 
giving them the power of working miracles in his 


name. From this time the knowledge of chriſli- 


anity was ſpread over a great part of the world; 
and in all chriſtian countries there are miniſters 
of the goſpel, whoſe office it is to inſtruct men in 
it. and to perſuade and encourage them to prac- 
tile the duties of it. 


56. Q. Had Chriſt 10 reiner; re- 


ward for what he aid and ſuffered on the 


behalf of men? 

An. Becauſe he humbled himſelfun- 
to death, God has highly exalted him, 
and made him head over all things to 
his church; aud at the end of the world, 
he will come to judge the living and 


the dead. For this hope that was ſet 
before 
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before him, he endured the croſs, and 
deſpiſed the ſhame of that 1 ignomini- 
ous death. 

57. Qu. What do the ſcriptures ſay con- 
cerning ihe day of judgment? 

An. That Chriſt will come in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory, when every eye ſhall fee him; 
that he will ſeparate the wicked from 
the good ; that he will ſend the wicked 
into a place of puniſhment, and take 
the righteous to a place of happineſs, 


where they ſhall live for ever with 


himſelf, 


58. Qu. Do the ſcriptures inform us of any other 
intelligent beings beſides men? 

An. We read of angels, who have ſome times 
made their appearance in human forms, and who 
have been ſent by God upon meſlages of import- 
ance to men. 


59. Qu. What was the ſlate of the world before 


revelation ? 

An. The greateſt part of mankind, when they 
were without a revelation, worſhipped a great num- 
ber of falſe and imaginary gods, bowing down to 
images of wood and ſtone, the work of their own 
hands, They were abandoned to wickedneſs, and 
even pradliſed very abominable cuſtoms, as methods 
of ſerving and pfeaſing their gods; and they had 
no clear notion of a future ſtate, for the reward of 
virtue and the puniſhment of vice. 


60. Qu 
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60. Qu, Has the religion of Chriſt always re- 
mained pure, as it came from the hands of us author 
An. No. It ſoon began to be corrupted; and, 
about the end of a thouſand five hundred years, 
it was (among the Papiſts) ſuch as almoſt intirely 
defeated the original deſign of it, to promote vir- 
tue and piety in the world. In many caſes it was 
made to ſerve as a cover for vice and wickedneſs, 
But at length it pleaſed God to bring about a re- 
formation, which is going on, and, we hope, will 
go on, till our religion be, in all reſpects, as pure, 
and as efficacious to promote real goodneſs of. 
heart and liſe, as it was at the firſt. 
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A PRAYER ror a CHILD. 
\ Lmighty God and heavenly Father, 
I thank thee for all thy goodneſs 
to me, and thy daily care over me, in 
preſerving me from the many dangers 
to which I am continually expoſed. 
Forgive, I pray thee,. whatever I have 
done that is diſpleaſing ta thee, and 
teach me to offend thee no more, but 
to love and obey thee better as long as. 
I live. Grant unto me, and to all my 
relations and friends,* whatever thou 
ſeeſt to be good for us in this world, 
and bring us to heaven and happineſs 


Here the child may be taught to name his father, mother, bro» 
thers, fifters, or any other near relation or friend. 
| hereafter, 


"PRAYTR s. 3; 
hereafter, according to thy gracious pro- 


miſe, to all thy faithful ſervants, by 
Jeſus Chriſt, Albi. 


A PRAYER For 4 YOUNG PERSON. 


Amighty God and moſt merciful 
Father! T adore thee as my maker 
and preſerver, and the giver of every 
good thing that I enjoy. I thank thee 
for the gift of reaſon, whereby I am 
capable of knowing thee, and of learn- 
ing and doing thy will; but more eſpe- 
cially I thank thee for thy — of 
the forgiveneſs of (ins, to all ſincere pe- 
nitents, and of eternal life to all who 
carefully obey thee, delivered to the 
world by thy ſon Chriſt Jeſus. Do 
thou, out of ch y abundant goodneſs, for- 
give all my ſins, and ſtrengthen my re- 
ſolution to keep thy holy command- 
ments for the time to come. Enable 
me to be, in a more eſpecial manner, 
upon my guard againſt thoſe vices and 
follies to which my youth is peculiarly 
prone, Teach me to avoid the ſnarcs 
of bad company, and to continue in the 
practice of ha duty, notwithſtanding 
all 
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all the temptations to which I am ex- 
poſed, Make me reſigned to thy will 
in all the events of life, and to grow 
wiſer and better by all the diſpenſations 
of thy providence. May I love all man- 
kind as my brethren, and forgive thoſe 
that have offended me, as I myſelf hope 
to be forgiven. And, after a faithful 
and chearful diſcharge of my duty on 
earth, may I be received into thy king- 
dom of glory, and into the company of 
all good men, and of Jeſus Chriſt for 
ever. Amen, 


Tu: LORD's PRAYER. 
UR Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. Forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and 


ever. Amen. 5 MR 64. 
1 
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